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Kathy: Look! We can see something that looks like a shrine on a car.

Hideo: That is called a dashi or a festival car.

Kathy: Oh, there are eight cars coming after it. They are all very beautiful.

Hideo: For this festival, the nine cars are decorated and come here together from nine towns.

People in each town ( ) own car. < break, care, heart, study >

Kathy: How old are the cars?

Hidecg@: The ( ) about 350 years ago. [one, was]

Kathy: That sounds great. Oh, there are dolls moving at the top of the dashi.

Hideo: We call them karakuri ningyo. They wear kimonos and look very cute.

Kathy: Very interesting. In the United States, we have a famous festival. There, we can see
a lot of festival cars. We call them “floats.”

Hideo: Floats? What do they look like?

Kathy: They are decorated with natural flowers. Some floats have big animals or animation
characters on them. They move like karakuri ningyo on Japanese dashi.

Hideo: That sounds great.@ Id ( ) to the festival someday.

Kathy: That’s a good idea. I’ll show you around then.

() dashi WWE (BHLOEZICANBCIEREZMVIITERELTEIEHRLE, BE,
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The Earth is often called the water planet. Some people say that the Earth looks blue
when we see it from space. In fact, about 70% of its surface is water. People also say that
the first living things on the Earth were born in water. Water is necessary for all living
things on the Earth. Living things on the Earth . For example, we humans need
to drink about 1.5 liters of water every day.

Water is useful for many purposes and in many situations. In our everyday lives, we put
something in water to wash it. We put something in cold water to make it cool. We also

use water for agriculture and in factories. What (we / can / different / do / if we / else / in /

®

use water) ways?

Here is one of the answers to the question. We can get electricity byr using water. In
this situation, water works with a generator to make electricity. In Japan, the water in many
rivers runs fast, so people have (A ) the rivers to make electricity.

There is another way that is becoming popular today. We can cut very hard things like
stones with water. This is called a water jet. A water jet is produced when you give water
high pressure and send it through a very narrow tube. The power of a water jet is very
strong, so we can cut stones, even diamonds. In this situation, we use water as a cutter, so
some people call it “a water cutter.” If you lower the pressure of a water jet, you can use it
to clean the dirty windows of your house.

We should remember one thing. In many situations, we use fresh water, but it is only
2.5% of the water that the Earth has. Most of the fresh water is frozen in cold areas, for
example, in the Arctic, so the fresh water we can use is only 0.01% of all the water that the
Earth has. For that reason, we should look at our everyday lives and stop ( B ) water.

We often call the Earth the water planet. But there is not enough water for the people in
some parts of the world. Water is necessary for our everyday lives and useful in many ways.

Let’s think a lot about water and share our water planet with all living things on the Earth.
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should not drink water for a while

7
4 should make their houses in water
r7 cannot live without water

T

can find water in many ways

(2) TRODSWI=XXN, AXOREFICED L2, ( ) NDEEA)ZTE LWIBEFFIZIE~)>
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break waste feel call use

(4) ARXOAFICET HROZFTENRYLSE L, (7 ), (4 ) oxhThIH T
FORLBEYLFELES RSV,
A: 1 hear the Earth looks blue if itis (7 ) from space. Why?

B: Maybe because about 70% of the surface of the ( 4 ) is water.

(B) WOTMWOLIETOIXDOHF NG, TONEVRALIZE PN TNDLZLE BT LHLDE—D
AT, EDOPRFFEEI LRI,
7 In our everyday lives, we should put something to- drink in cold water.
4 If we use the power of water, we can cut things and make things clean.
*J  The Earth has much fresh water, so we can use most of the fresh water on the Earth.
T

The fresh water that we can always use is more than 2% of all the water on the Earth.
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George: Hi, Mariko.

Mariko: ( a ) Wow, what a beautiful photograph!

Mariko: ( ¢ )

7

George: ( b ) 4 Can you guess?
r7  Where was this photograph taken?
I

George: ( d )
Mariko: ( e ) 7 Hi, George. Look at this.

[ think so, too. It’s very beautiful.

George: OK, I’ll give it a try. In the photograph, many birds are flying in the sky and
walking on the wet ground. Some birds are floating on the water. Was this taken on
an island?

Mariko: No, it wasn’t. It was taken in a big city.

George: Oh, really? I’m surprised to hear that.

Mariko: The place is protected for many living things. It is registered in the Ramsar
Convention.

George: The Ramsar Convention? 1 don’t know it well.

important for birds living in wetlands. This place is one of those wetlands. Now
many birds come to this place every year, and there are many kinds of living things
here.

George: [ see. Then, how ( 7 ) areas are registered in the Ramsar Convention?

Mariko: Now, there are two areas in Aichi, fifty in Japan, and more than two thousand in
the world.
George: That sounds interesting. [ want to go to the place in this photograph.

Mariko: OK. It is not too ( 4 ) from here. Maybe it only takes about thirty minutes

to get there by train. How about going there on Saturday or Sunday?
George: Both days are all right.
Mariko: Then, I’ll learn more about the place, and tell you when and where we’ll meet.
George: Thank you. [I’ll take a lot of photographs there. See you this weekend.

Mariko: See you.

()  float ¥#< island /& protect ~ ~%f{&i#ET 5 register ~ ~%BETDH

the Ramsar Convention 7 AP —/L 5K wetland 1@ i

Mariko: I hear that the Ramsar Convention has many rules to protect areas ( A ) are !
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7 where 4 what 7 who T which
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Hi, Rick.

Last Sunday, I went to a wonderful place with my friend, Mariko.

The place is registered in the Ramsar Convention.

There, I saw many birds flying in the sky and walking on the wet ground.

I (X ) many photographs there.

So I’m sending some of them with this e-mail.

When you see them, you’ll be surprised to know the place isinabig ( Y ) .
I hope you like them.

George

(M hTEHLY TS, )
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