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Rebecca: Hi, Takashi. Did you watch the baseball game on TV last night?

Takashi: On TV? No, but [ enjoyed watching it at the ballpark.

Rebecca: Really? 1 haven’t watched any baseball games at ballparks in Japan. Do you
often go to the ballpark to watch baseball games?

Takashi: Yes. I often go there with my father. He likes baseball very much. He was a
baseball player in high school.

Rebecca: Oh, was he? Baseball is a national sport in America. I often went to baseball
games with my family at the ballpark near my house in America.

Takashi: Sounds nice. Do you know the national sport of Japan?

Rebecca: Well, is it sumo?

Takashi: That’s right. Sumo has a long history and it has been very popular in Japan.
It’s exciting to see one sumo wrestler throwing the other. And today, there are a lot
of sumo wrestlers who come from abroad. So now there are a lot of sumo fans in
many countries.

Rebecca: I see. Now | want to see sumo.

Takashi: Oh, now we can see it in Nagoya. My father has three tickets for Nagoya-
basho. We will go to see sumo next Saturday. Why don’t you join us?

Rebecca: Really? I'd love to.

Takashi: All right. Please come to my house at eleven o’clock in the morning. We will

go to Nagoya-basho by subway. Is that OK?

Rebecca: Eleven o’clock? It’s too early.

Takashi: Not too early. Sumo starts at 8:30 on that day. In the morning, we can see a



lot of young sumo wrestlers fighting hard to become yokozuna. In addition, there are
a lot of shops that sell nice things. We want to have enough time to enjoy
everything about sumo!

Rebecca: Wow! 1 can’t wait.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

(1) Did Takashi watch the baseball game last night?
a Yes. He watched it on TV.
b No. He watched sumo on TV.
¢ Yes. He watched it at the ballpark.
d No. He watched sumo at Nagoya-basho.
(2) Does Rebecca often watch baseball games at ballparks in Japan?
a  Yes. She has watched baseball games at ballparks in Japan many times.
b Yes. She often goes to see baseball games at ballparks with her father.
¢ No. She has never been to any ballparks in Japan or in America.
d No. She hasn’t watched any baseball games at ballparks in Japan.
(3)  Why are there a lot of sumo fans in many countries now?
a  Because baseball and sumo are the national sports in Japan.
b  Because there are many sumo wrestlers who come from other countries.
¢ Because the history of sumo is as long as the history of baseball.
d Because it is exciting for sumo fans to throw the others.
(4) What will Rebecca do next Saturday?
She will ( ) Takashi and his father and go to see sumo by ( ).
(5)  Why do Rebecca, Takashi and his father want to get to Nagoya-basho so early?

Because they want to have ( ) time to ( ) everything about
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